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Hybrid threats to food safety 
 

Symposium 04/12/2026 : Draft program version V6 
 

 

Pacheco auditorium 
Finance Tower 

Pachecolaan/Boulevard Pachéco 13 
1000 Brussels 

Belgium 
 

 

9:00 Registration 

9:30 Welcome 

Lieve HERMAN (ILVO, Chairwoman SciCom) 

9:40 Introduction to the symposium objectives 

Nathalie KIRSCHVINK (UNamur / SciCom) 

9:50 Keynote: Hybrid threats to food safety: from risk identification to building resilience 

o Ákos Józwiak (University of Budapest) 
 

Session 1: Direct / intentional threats + consequences 

10:10 Bioterrorism and agro-terrorism: realistic risks for food safety? 

o Jean-Luc Gala (UCLouvain) 
 

10:30 Disinformation, social media and food safety (TBC) 

o Wim Verbeke (UGent) and/or EFSA (TBC) 
 

10:50-11:20 Coffee break 

Session 2: Indirect / unintentional threats + consequences 

11:20 Climate change as a driver of new food safety risks 

o Sarah de Saeger (UGent) 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2 
 

11:40 

 

Extreme events and ecosystem changes: impacts on plant and animal health 

o Claude Bragard (UCLouvain / SciCom) (vegetal approach) 
o Nick de Regge (Sciensano / SciCom) (animal approach)  

 

12:00 Globalized food systems and new geopolitical context: hidden vulnerabilities and food safety 
consequences 

o TBD 
 

12:20 Food prices, affordability and food safety outcomes 

o Hubertus Gay (OECD) 
 

12:40-14:00 Lunch 

 Session 3: Preparedness, resilience and response   

14:00 

 

Artificial intelligence in food safety: opportunities and uncertainties for risk assessment and 
management  

o Ákos Józwiak (University of Budapest) 
 

14:20 TACCP as a tool for preparedness: strengthening food defence in the food industry  

o Mohamed Ayadi (ULiège) 
 

14:40 RNA interference (RNAi) as a new generation of pesticides: opportunities and open questions 

o Kristof de Schutter (UGent) 
 

15:00 
Resilience assessment as risk indicator in Belgian cattle farms 

o Claude Saegerman (ULiège / SciCom) 
 

15:20-15:50 Coffee break 

15:50 Are we ready? Crisis preparedness and response in food safety systems 

o Philippe Houdart (FASFC)  
 

16:10 Wrap up / Conclusions of the symposium / Take-home message 

What are the main takeaways from the symposium?  

 


